Fruit that abounds to your account—Philippines 4:17
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By Jon Nelms
Though most of our reports are featured in our
quarterly Progress Report, I wanted to send
this one to you directly. I
want to introduce you
to one of our preachers
supported by the Great
Commission Fund. There
are currently 168 such
preachers with no personal sponsors funded
by the GCF. And as more
of our partners give to
that fund at any amount
and any frequency, we
will be able to support
more church planters.

name is Muniyamma. In
my family, there are
three sons, and I am the
last born.

Now, meet Pastor
Cheluvaraj.

The elementary school
in our village only provided educa on up to
the ﬁ h standard (grade). S ll, I went to school only
up to the third standard, so my educa on was incomplete.

My name is Cheluvaraj. On June 14, 1967, I was
born in a very dense rural area of Karnataka into a
Hindu family. My parents were idol worshippers
who prayed to many gods and goddesses. They
hailed from the Kolar Gold Fields in Karnataka. My
father’s name is Govindappa and my mother’s

My father was a farm
worker, and my mother
used to join him in working in the ﬁelds. They
used to receive grains as
their daily wages rather
than Rupees. As a result
of our poverty, we lived
in a bamboo hut with a
roof of coconut leaves.
We didn’t have any idea
about this thing called
electricity.

My elder brother was a tentmaker. My second elder
brother was a cobbler who used to s tch big leather

buckets that could hold around 30 gallons of water.
That much water weighs 240 pounds. When I was a
child, I used to join my brothers in their work and
play. Finally, as I grew to be nearly a
teenager, I joined myself as an apprence to a man in the village who
s tched slippers.

must do to come to Jesus. He encouraged us to confess our sins, so we confessed them and accepted
Christ as our Personal Savior. Later in 1991, we both

At age 15, I started drinking homemade alcohol made from coconut and
palm trees. In doing this, I joined myself with the same category of youngsters as I was and soon was addicted to
drinking.
At night, we used to climb palm and
coconut trees to steal the alcoholic
juices. We were also involved in an social ac vi es like threatening people
for money and troubling others to extract money for drinking. As I was rougher and
rougher, my parents decided to get me married,
thinking that might calm me. So I got married at the
age of 22. Like me, my wife Padma was also from an
idol-worshiping family. Despite their hopes, even
a er marriage, my life did not change; I behaved the
same with added depression and had no peace of
mind.

In the year 1990, we were able to meet a pastor
who shared God’s love with us and explained how
God loves a sinner like me. As I was listening to the
word of God, I realized how sinful my life actually
was. That was when I asked the pastor what we

were Bap zed and started to a end the church services regularly because we wanted to know more
about the love of Christ. Gradually, week by week in
church and Bible reading, we grew in our spiritual
lives.
Life seemed to be sailing well, but our marriage was
not frui ul, and we had no children for four years.
This situa on caused great disappointment for us. Soon, our rela ves and
unsaved friends started to blame my
wife and encouraged us to separate.
S ll, God’s Love had united us, and we
gave ourselves to pray earnestly. Then,
ﬁnally, God heard our prayers and
granted us a baby girl. She brought so
much joy and happiness that we wanted to do something for the Lord to
show our gratefulness. So we started
a ending all the mee ngs in the
church to learn more about Jesus and
how we could thank Him.
Later, in the year 2000, a er nine years,
God’s call was conﬁrmed to my wife and me. We
commi ed ourselves to full- me ministry and
henceforth started to serve the Lord. Later we started to conduct Sunday services in our li le house and
over the years have started several churches.

From 2000 to this day, God has provided for our
needs and blessed us with two more children. Now
we have two daughters and a son.

praise God for this wonderful blessing. In these twenty years of ministry, God has helped me lead many
souls for his Kingdom, and He has
strengthened me to build a small
church. In addi on, he has truly
blessed our family and ministry. Despite many obstacles, God encouraged us and helped us fulﬁll His
plans in our life. Now, we as parents
have the responsibility to get our
children married. And because we
have two daughters that will require two dowries which will be a
very great expense for us.
My wife and I have the vision to
build a hostel for orphans, widows,
and senior ci zens. We hope to provide them daily
with food and accommoda ons, share the Word of
God, and enlighten their lives. This is so that when
God touches their lives, they shall brighten the darkest of other lives with the love of Christ.

Our ﬁrst daughter – Pavithra, is now thirty years old.
She works in a small company. Our second daughter
– Pallavi, is 28 years old and takes care of the family.
Our son – Prashanth, is 26 years old and has com- Due to the covid-19 lockdown situa on, the churches
pleted this Pre-University course and is seeking a job. were closed by the government, and we had no other source of income. So, I decided to get back to
All three children are suppor ve in ministry, and I s tching slippers for the sake of the Gospel. I started

Over the years, this couple has kept a scrap book of the many ministries they have performed for the Lord,
including bap sms like those pictured above.

to s tch slippers again, but nowadays, because of
the cheap Chinese slippers, the income I earn from
this has decreased. We now ﬁnd it very diﬃcult to
run the family and do ministry. However, when we
visit a few houses, we can receive some love oﬀerings from the believers. By the grace of this income,
we can manage our family and ministry.

Please pray for a ministry need, a two-wheeler
(motorcycle) to reach the unreached in the nearby
villages, which costs about $1300. Also, pray for our
family, our ministries, our children’s future, and the
visions which God leads in our hearts.

This is his cobbler shop where he tries to make a living by repairing shoes. It is interes ng that the ﬁrst known
missionary to India (a er the Apostle Thomas) was a Bri sh cobbler named William Carey.

Now, blessed with a be er home than he was raised in, Padma is pictured here cooking for the family. No ce she has a stove top but no oven. Most houses do not have an oven. There is also no refrigerator. They
buy perishables daily at the market.
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What is a dowry?
A dowry is a fee paid for a marriage contract. In most cases, the
bride's family pays, but the groom's family pays in some countries,
like the Philippines. In Muslim lands, the groom pays the dowry directly to the bride. Dowry is a sort of insurance, so if she is cast out
or has to ﬂee for her life, she has a ﬁnancial source with which to
live.

Why is there a dowry?

What does a dowry cost?

Marriage is a contract, and as with most contracts, a
fee or price or exchange of value or services by both
sides must be paid to establish it. For example, the
groom's family typically pays a "bride price" to the
bride's family. S ll, it is seven or more mes less
than the bride's family pays to the groom.
In rural India, among the uneducated, as in many
non-Chris an countries, women have li le value and
are o en viewed as liabili es to their new family rather than as assets. Their primary purpose is to take
care of the husband's physical needs, care for her inlaws, and bear and raise the children. She is an enslaved person in her own house, subjugated to her
mother-in-law, who though some mes loving, is
o en brutal verbally and physically. Any tragedy in
the family is considered her fault directly or indirectly, and the husband's family can severely punish her.
The bride's father must pay the dowry to the groom
to cover her living expenses for the rest of her life.
This price is nego ated before marriage and the
wedding is o en delayed un l paid in full.
Some mes payments are agreed upon, but if the
bride's father fails to pay on me, it may likely result
in the bride's death.

There is no set amount, but it is aﬀected by the family's ﬁnancial status. Though technically illegal in India
since 1961, it is s ll permi ed and encouraged culturally.
The bride's father can pay the dowry in cash or with
equipment, appliances, furniture, or material possessions like motorcycles, cars, jewelry, etc. Typically,
however, it may be equal to several years' gross income of the bride's father. For this reason, though
illegal, many girls are killed by their parents at birth.

In 2020, nearly 7,000 such deaths were recorded in
India. Pakistan, however, has the highest per capita
number of dowry-related deaths in the world.
O en a groom will later demand more, and when
the bride's father is unable or unwilling to pay it, she
may be sent home in shame. Her family may not
want her considering it "is her fault" for failing to
please her husband and his family. At this point, unable to provide for herself, many cast-oﬀ brides will
turn to pros tu on, live on the street, or commit
suicide.
Dowry deaths occur when a wife is driven to suicide
or murdered by her husband. She may be beaten to
death or burned to death. Some mes he will buy a
life insurance policy and then pay an assassin. The
murders of wives are not generally inves gated.

Why do Chris ans typically not pay a
dowry or bride price?
Chris anity gives value to women and equal status to
their husbands. Chris anity expects and commands
every man to love and care for her as for himself.
Chris anity allows a woman the right of an inheritance, a home, protec on, and a life without a faceveil and required accompaniment outside by a male
rela ve. As a result, Chris anity grew rapidly in the
early church among women, where Greek and Roman culture also subjugated them as Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam s ll do today.
In Chris anity, a bride is not an object to be possessed, ruled over, and shared with others but a
treasure from God to be revered.
Also of interest, female circumcision was a requirement in many pagan religions as it s ll is today in Africa. The reality that Chris anity did not require circumcision for males or females made it par cularly
a rac ve to poten al converts.

Did you know ...
It is believed that the Western tradi on of expec ng
the bride's family to pay for the wedding comes from
Europe's former view of the bride as cha el? She and
the value of the wedding were given to en ce the
groom to marry her, relieving her family from future
ﬁnancial burdens?

